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"You silly fellow," Porphyry said, "a man who is really
capable always gets more work than other people. If our
master trusts you it is because you are such a clever business
man. The proverb says: No man can make money without
working for it. If you are sent away for a year or two, I will
speak to his Lordship and have you brought back; Kan or
Lai Pao can be sent in your place. Then /ou will be able to
work at home."
"Oh, I don't mind/' Han TaoJwo said, "After all, I have
a good deal of experience in this outside trade."
"You must not let it upset you," his wife said. "You will
have more to do than if you were at home*"
Wine was brought. Husband and wife pledged each other.
Then they went to bed and enjoyed a pleasant night.
The next day was the first of the eighth month. Hsi-mfin's
merchandise had come and he was free. He decided to go and
visit Moonbeam. He quietly gave Tai An three taels of silver
and a light dress and told him to take them to the girl. When
the old procuress heard that Hsi-mSn Ch'ing was coming she
was delighted. He might have been a gift from Heaven. She
took the presents and said to Tai An: "Tell his Lordship that
both my girls are waiting anxiously for him. He must come
early." Tai An returned and told Hsi-mSn Ch'ing in his
study.
That afternoon, Hsi-mfin told Tai An to have his sedan-
chair brought round. He dressed in a large hat, a black summer
gown, and a pair of black shoes with white soles. Before leaving
he went to the house opposite and saw how the workers were
getting on. Then he got into the chair and pulled down the
bamboo blind. Ch'in T'ung and Tai An went with him.
Wang Ching was left at home and Ch'un Hung was sent in
advance with Hsi-mSn Ch'ing's things.
Exquisite, dressed in her best clothes, stood smiling at the
door to receive H$i-m£n Ch'ing. She led him to the reception-
room and made reverence to him. Hsi-mSn told Ch'in T'ung
to take the chair home and return that evening with a horse.
Only Tai An and Ch'un Hung remained.
The old procuress came to welcome Hsi-m&u "My daugh-
ter troubled you the other day," she said, "and now you have
been kind enough to visit us. But why did you send those
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